Hamlet Options
Humanities Seminar 2009-2010
Each of these options is worth up to 12 points (same weight as an essay).
Option I:  Perform a Scene
1.  Form a group of 2-4 people.

2.  Pick a scene or portion of a scene from Hamlet that you want to present.  Cast it.  Rehearse.  Present your scene to the class.
3.  As a group, discuss your scene then write a paragraph in response to each of these questions:

A)  What is the climax of the scene?

B)  What do we learn in the scene?

C)  How does the scene contribute to the overall shape of the play?

4.  As an individual, write a paragraph in response to each of these questions:

A)  What does your character WANT in this scene?

B)  How does he/she pursue the objective(s)?

C)  How does Shakespeare use language to help us understand your character’s objective(s)?

Option II:  Director’s Notebook
1.  Choose a scene that you want to direct.

2.  In your “notebook,” discuss

A)  What is the climax of the scene?

B)  What do we learn in the scene?

C)  How does the scene contribute to the overall shape of the play?

3.  Discuss the physical setting of the scene and how you would block the scene.  How would you use these aspects of the production to further your vision of the scene?

4.  Given the characters in your scene, discuss how you see each character overall and then identify some of the attributes or qualities you’d consider when casting the scene.

Option III:  Critiques
1.  Identify at least two film versions of Hamlet that you want to compare.  Watch them.

2.  Identify a scene in the play that you want to focus on (e.g. I,ii).  Focusing on the text, discuss

A)  What is the climax of the scene?

B)  What do we learn in the scene?

C)  How does the scene contribute to the overall shape of the play?

3.  Using this scene as the focal point, compare and contrast how the movie versions handle the scene, paying particular attention to the effect of the director’s choices.  

