Humanities Seminar 2009-2010

Term Grades 

	Item
	Points
	Notes
	May update

	Expository #1
	12
	
	Everybody did a draft of this

	Hamlet Project
	12
	
	Hamlet scenes already done

	May paper
	12
	
	Choose one of the exam essays to count toward these 12 pts

	Weekly Paragraphs
	11
	Maximum of 1pt each
	See below

	Class Participation; documented critical engagement over time
	30
	Includes seminar, small groups, online, journal, et al
	

	Term exam
	15
	
	

	Film response papers
	8
	
	

	Total required
	100
	
	

	Challenge Project
	7
	Optional
	

	Challenge Presentation
	3
	Optional
	

	Total possible
	110
	
	


Paragraphs assigned already and no longer available (6 pts.)
	Unit
	Paragraph

	World Religions
	Action & Contemplation

	WR
	Woman @ the well

	WR 
	Contribute to Exam Question Outline for your monkey group (2 pts)

	Hamlet
	Act I

	Hamlet
	Paraphrase




Here are some options for the other 5 paragraph points:  
1.  Regarding the role you played in your Hamlet scene, write a paragraph in response to each of these questions (up to 3 pts.):

A)  What does your character WANT in this scene?

B)  How does he/she pursue the objective(s)?

C)  How does Shakespeare use language to help us understand your character’s objective(s)?

2.  Regarding Homer

A)  Throughout the poem, Homer makes extensive use of the simile, a poetic device where two items are compared using “like” or “as” between them.  Choose an Homeric simile and evaluate the effect of Homer’s choice.

Here is an example from Book 4 (4:502-509)

“….But no the Trojans, no…/like flocks of sheep in a wealthy rancher’s steadings,/thousands crowding to have their white milk drained,/bleating nonstop when they hear they crying lambs--/so the shouts rose up from the long Trojan lines/…”

Please post your evaluation on our weblog.

B)  Summarize one of the books we do not read as a group and post summary on our weblog.
C)  Create a graphic representation of the Shield of Achilles (Book 18).
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Building a Portfolio

1.  Create a portfolio of your written work.  

· For each piece, put the most recent draft on top, all prior drafts and critiques paper-clipped to it.

· For each piece, write a new cover letter reflecting on what you learned about the topic and about writing through your work on the piece.  Refer to the “standards for essays” rubric and structure your comments accordingly.

· For the portfolio as a whole, write a summary evaluation that uses the rubric as a guide.  How have you grown as a writer and where is the evidence for that growth?  

· Include in your portfolio any written documentation you want me to see.  If you’ve made journal entries or outlines or posts that help document your learning, refer to them or include them.  Please do not print out online posts or submissions because I have access to them already.

2.  Write a self-evaluation of your work in the class that addresses your non-written work.  Some questions you might consider include:

· How have you contributed to the success of the seminar?

· How have you responded to difficult concepts or material?

· Reading across the “intellectual content” row of the essays rubric and the general description of the course, how would you rate the “critical engagement” level of your in-class contributions?  Offer some evidence for your position if you can.

· To what extent have you pushed yourself to take intellectual and social risks in the seminar?  Is there an episode that illustrates your degree of willingness to take such risks?

· What surprises have you encountered?  What sources of pleasure? 

· Have you encountered disappointment or frustration?  If so, how have you responded?

· Based on your experience this semester, what goals have you set for yourself going forward?

Your portfolio and the associated self-evaluations are due in class on Friday, 28 May. 

